Of these 157 cases of asphyxia due to drowning in 55 the bodies were in a fresh condition when examined ; 21 were slightly decomposed, that is, signs of beginning putrefaction were present' swelling of the body, cloudiness and softening of the conjunctivae, the blood beginning to putrefy, the surface of the body discoloured ; in the remaining 81 putrefaction was far advanced, the bodies enormously swollen, cuticle peeling off or gone, the eyes protruding and putrid, gases bubbling from nostrils and orbits, the brain liquefied, the internal organs putrid.
In some of the bodies the abdomen had burst, the stomach was pultaceous, the lungs also completely decomposed.
In the following remarks, attention will be directed only to those appearances which are of diagnostic value, especially to the occurrence of fluid and mud in the air-passage, stomach and intestine. [August 1902.
Only in nine of the 55 cases referred to in Table  I 
